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Fact Sheet:

U.S. Land Borders

THE GOALS OF US-VISIT ARE TO:

· Enhance the security of U.S. citizens and visitors

· Facilitate legitimate travel and trade 

· Ensure the integrity of the immigrations system

· Safeguard the privacy of visitors to the U.S.

· Protect the environment

INTRODUCING US-VISIT AT LAND BORDERS

· Entry and exit procedures at land borders will be phased in throughout 2004 and 2005.

The law requires that an automated entry-exit  program be implemented at the 50 busiest land ports of entry by December 31, 2004, and at all 165 land ports by December 31, 2005.

· The 50 largest land ports of entry process 94 percent of the foreign visitors who enter and exit the U.S. through land borders.

· US-VISIT applies to most foreign nationals who require a visa to enter the United States.  Residents of visa waiver countries are not subject to US-VISIT at this time.  A list of visa waiver countries can be found at www.state.gov.  

FINDING THE RIGHT SOLUTION

· The Department of Homeland Security is collaborating with the U.S. Department of State, building on the biographic and biometric collection that is already underway at consulates around the world.  By October 2004, all 211 visa-issuing posts will be collecting biometric data from visa applicants.

· Details of the physical layout, staffing and procedures at land borders are not identified at this time, but will be developed on a solid foundation supported by research and analysis. 

· The Department of Homeland Security is working in partnership with the private sector to identify the optimum set of solutions for land border processing.  A Request for Proposal will be issued in November 2003 to engage private industry in the process.
· U.S. Customs and Border Protection Officers will receive thorough US-VISIT training.

· US-VISIT is part of a multi-layered homeland security system and will be continuously monitored and improved.

US-VISIT:  ENHANCING SECURITY

· The addition of biometric identifiers, (fingerprints), makes our security system more effective than names databases alone.

· Biometric identifiers also protect visitors to the U.S. by making it virtually impossible for anyone else to claim their identity should their travel documents be stolen or duplicated.

· By combining these entry and exit processes, and by securely storing the travel records, we can account for visitors who require a visa for travel to the U.S.

US-VISIT: FACILITATING LEGITIMATE TRAVEL AND TRADE
· The land border solution will be designed to be fast and easy. Both the President of the United States and the United States Congress mandated that border security enhancements not adversely affect legitimate travel and trade.  In accordance with these mandates, US-VISIT is being designed to keep processing times to a minimum.
US-VISIT:  RESPECTING PRIVACY AND THE ENVIRONMENT

· Travel data will be securely stored, and is made available only to authorized officials and selected law enforcement agencies on a need-to-know basis to help protect the nation against those who intend harm to U.S. citizens or visitors. 

· US-VISIT will comply with all environmental laws and regulations.
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