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HISTORY OF BEIJING

The area around Beijing has long been inhabited.

Fragments of Beijing Man date back to 500,000 B.C.

Settlements here were a stop on the route from the Yellow River plain in the South to the mountainous Northeast. The first dynasty to rule China from this site was the Yuan under Kublai Khan in 1261. Under the second Ming Emperor in 1403, the city was named BEIJING ("Northern Capital"), and the imperial palace acquired its present form.

The Qing Dynasty (1644-1912) did little to change the city, which by the end of the 18th century had a population of two or three million. In 1928 the Nationalist government was established in Nanjing ("Southern Capital"), and the old imperial city was renamed Beiping ("Northern Peace").

On October 1, 1949, Mao Zedong proclaimed the founding of the People's Republic of China with Beijing as its capital. Today, with a population of more than nine million and an area of 9,500 square miles, the Beijing municipality is an autonomous administrative area, equivalent to a province. 

Although there are still areas with Beijing’s narrow residential alley ways and traditional one-story courtyard houses, many of the city’s downtown districts are characterized by gleaming, state-of-the art, high-rise modern architecture.


IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

U.S. LONG DISTANCE ACCESS NUMBERS

(From all cities in China)

AT & T –10811

MCI –10812

SPRINT – 10813

CHINA IDD CODE – 86

CITY CODES

Beijing

10

Shanghai
21

HONG KONG IDD CODE –852

TELEPHONE OPERATORS

Local Directory Assistance (some English)

114

International Directory Assistance (some English)
115

International Long Distance Operator (usually has 

English speaking operators)


115

Domestic Long Distance Operator (some English)
113, 173

OTHER NUMBERS

Emergency (Chinese)



999

Police (Chinese)




110

Public Security Bureau (English Assistance)

6525-2729

China International Travel

English Service – China World Hotel

6505-2266

Cellular Telephone dialing instructions  

When using Embassy provided cellular telephones, the following instructions apply:

Cellphone to Cellphone, dial the entire 11-digit number.

Cellphone to land line in Beijing first dial 010 and then the 8-digit number.  

Cellphone to a land line in another Chinese city, dial 0+ two digit city code, plus the number.  

Cellphone to the US, dial 001+area code and number.

From a land line to a cellphone, dial the entire 11-digit number.

U.S.EMBASSY AND

CONSULATES-GENERAL IN CHINA

U.S. EMBASSY WEBSITE:

www.usembassy-china.org.cn

American Embassy Beijing:

Chancery: 3 Xiu Shui Bei Jie

6532-3831

(San Ban)

Admin/Consular: 2 Xiu Shui Dong Jie
6532-3431

(Er Ban)

Public Affairs Section: 17 Guanghua Lu
6532-1161

(Yi Ban)

Foreign Commercial Service: 

8529-6655

Medical Unit (Yi Ban)


6532-5063

Emergency-Post 1-Marine Guard

6532-1910

American Consulate/Shanghai
(021) 6433-6880

1469 Huai Hai Zhong Lu

Shanghai 200031

American Consulate/Guangzhou
(020) 8188-8911

Shamian Island, Guangzhou

American Consulate/Chengdu
(028) 558-3992

Lingshiguan Lu No. 4

American Consulate/Shenyang
(024) 2322-1198

52, 14 th  Wei Road

Heping District 110003

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE U.S. EMBASSY

Clark T. Randt, Ambassador - 6532-3831 ext. 6400

Michael W. Marine, DCM  - 6532-3831 ext. 6800

Jon Aloisi, Political Counselor - 6532-3831 ext. 6157

David Hopper, Consul General - 6532-3431 ext. 5613

Lloyd Neighbors, Press & Cultural Affairs Counselor 

- 6532-1161  ext. 7440

Raymond Boneski, Administrative Counselor 

- 6532-3431 ext. 5472

Larry Senger, Agricultural Counselor - 6532-3431 ext. 5400

Kurt Tong, Science Counselor - 6532-3831 ext. 6028

General Gratton Sealock, Defense Attaché 

- 6532-3831 ext. 6667

Jim Zumwalt, Economic Counselor - 6532-3831 ext. 6539

Lee Boam, Commercial Counselor - 6532-3831 ext. 6594

David Benner, Customs Attaché - 65002392


AIRLINES  

BEIJING:

Northwest


6505-3505

United



6463-1111

United – Airport Information
6456-2104

Cathay/Dragon Air

6505-4343

CAAC



6601-7755


Domestic/reconfirm
6601-3336


International/reconfirm
6601-6667

Thai Airways

    6512-3881/82/83

Ticket Reconfirmation:  If you are traveling via a commercial carrier, it is recommended that you reconfirm you ticket 72 hours in advance.


HEALTH

Beijing International SOS Clinic
6462-9112; 6462-9100

24-Hour Medical Service/Emergency 

(all staff are English speakers)

Beijing United Family Hospital

6433-3960

24 Hour Medical Service/Emergency

(all staff speak English)

International Medical Center (IMC)

6465-1561/62/63

24-Hour Medical Service/Emergency in Beijing

(English assistance)

Sino-Japanese Friendship Hospital


6422-1122

(English Assistance in Beijing)


ext. 3412

Beijing Union Medical College Hospital

6520-5296

(English Assistance)


TRANSPORTATION

Transportation is easily arranged at the front door of the hotel. Taxis are a convenient and fairly inexpensive means of transport, especially if you have your destination address written in Chinese.  Concierge desks have cards with the name and address of the hotel in Chinese and can assist with giving instructions to the taxi driver.  

Beijing Taxi (some drivers speak English)

6852-4088

Capital Taxi (some drivers peak English

6852-7998

Beijing Tourism Taxi (some drivers speak English)
6436-3452

$$$

Money in China

The basic unit of Chinese currency is the Yuan or Renminbi (People’s currency) abbreviated RMB.  The yuan is divided into 10 jiao or mao.  The jiao is divided into 10 fen.  Chinese currency is available in 100, 50, 20, 10, 5 and 1 yuan notes.  

Money Exchange is available at the front desk of all major hotels, some Bank of China branches and at the Friendship Store. 

ATMs:  a limited number of Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs) that accept foreign credit cards are available around town.  These machines issue withdrawals in Chinese currency only.  

Locations:  Airport; China World shopping area; Bank of China branch on Jianguomenwai across from the St. Regis.

Tipping: Tipping is officially forbidden, and most hotels and restaurants impose a service charge in lieu of tips. However, the practice of tipping (in private) has become more widespread in recent years because of the influx of Westerners. 

Black Market: As a foreigner, you may be asked to exchange Chinese money for dollars. Don't do it; it is illegal.

Currency Conversion Table 

Official rate: US$1.00 = Yuan 8.265

Yuan to Dollar

Dollar 
to Yuan

1
$0.12
$1
8.3

2
$0.24
$2
16.5

3
$0.36
$3
24.8

4
$0.48
$4
33.1

5
$0.60
$5
41.3

10
$1.21
$10
82.7

15
$1.81
$15
124.0

20
$2.42
$20
165.3

30
$3.63
$30
248.0

40
$4.84
$40
330.6

50
$6.05
$50
413.3

60
$7.26
$60
495.9

70
$8.47
$70
578.6

80
$9.68
$80
661.2

90
$10.89
$90
743.9

100
$12.10
$100
826.5

200
$24.20
$200
1,653.0

300
$36.30
$300
2,479.5

400
$48.40
$400
3,306.0

500
$60.50
$500
4,132.5

1000
$120.99
$1,000
8,265.0

5000
$604.96
$5,000
41,325.0

10,000
$1,209.92
$10,000
82,650.0

CULTURAL TIPS

Meeting people: Short handshakes are usual on first meeting. Say "ni hao?" ( "How are you?"). Rather than try to remember the full, two-or-three syllable Chinese name, listen for the first one (the family name).

Traditionally, conversations in China, even business conversations, start out with innocuous topics, to set a mood of friendliness. Eventually, the small talk might become quite direct, which is not meant to be offensive. It is quite common on short acquaintance to be asked about personal matters, including questions about your family status.

Never arrive late. At business meetings, it is usual to exchange business cards.

Mealtimes: At a formal meal or banquet, you will be expected to at least sample every dish. You are not obliged to eat all of something. If you finish a dish, chances are you will be given a refill.

At meals and receptions, the host will give a toast. Often a choice of drinks, both alcoholic and non-alcoholic, is offered. Beware the Chinese toast "gan bei" ("bottoms up"), especially if you are drinking "mao tais."

The politest way out is to say "sui yi," which, roughly, means "cheers… but I will only drink a little." Be prepared to offer a toast to your host. And remember, the soup comes last in a traditional Chinese meal.

In the street: Chinese in Beijing and other big cities have gotten used to foreigners, but if you get off the beaten track in the city or elsewhere, you will be bound to attract attention. It is only curiosity, and you will generally find people helpful. However, if something doesn't quite happen as you imagined it should, stay calm and polite. As a rule, complaining or shouting only results in mutual loss of face and a deterioration of the situation.

China is a conservative society. Unless you want to attract attention, dress conservatively. However, it is not necessary to dress formally, except for business meetings and receptions.

The Pinyin System of Romanization

On January 1, 1979, the Chinese Government officially adopted the pinyin system for spelling Chinese names and places in Roman letters. A system of Romanization invented by the Chinese, pinyin has long been widely used in China on street and commercial signs as well as in elementary Chinese textbooks as an aid in learning Chinese characters. Variations of pinyin are also used as the written forms of several minority languages.

Pinyin has now replaced other conventional spellings in China’s English-language publications. The U.S. Government has also adopted the pinyin system for all names and places in China. For example, the capital of China is now spelled "Beijing " rather than "Peking."

In the pinyin system, letters are pronounced much as they would be in American English with the following exceptions.

Complex initial sounds:

c – like the t’s in it’s

q – like the ch in cheap

x – like the sh in she

z –like the ds in lids

zh – like the j in just

Final Sounds:

e – Pronounced like “uh”

eng – like the ung in lung

ai – as in aisle

ui –pronounced way

uai – like the wi in side

i – like the i in skin

ua –like the wa in waft

ao – like the ow in now

ian – pronounced yen

ou – like the ow in dnow

uan – pronounced when

*When zh, ch, sh, zh are followed by an “i,” the “i” is pronounced like an r.



BASIC CHINESE WORDS/PHRASES

Hello


ni hao


你好
Goodbye

zài jiàn
 

再见
Please


qing


请
Thank you

xiè xiè


谢谢
You're welcome

bù ｋè ｑì

不客气
Excuse me

dｕì ｂù ｑì

对不起
Have


y oｕ


有
Do not  have

méiｙou
 

没有
No problem

méiｗèｎｔí

没问题
It doesn't matter

méiｇuāｎｘì

没关系
Want


yào


要
Do not Want

bù ｙàｏ/ｂù ｙòng  
不要/不用
Yes


shì


是
No


bù sｈì


不是
Correct/Yes

duì


对
Incorrect/Wrong/No
bù ｄuì


不对
Chopsticks

kuàｉ ｚì

筷子
Toilet


cè  suo


厕所
Toilet paper

wèｉ shēｎg ｚh i
卫生纸
How are you?

Ni hao ma?

你好吗
Have you eaten?

(greeting)

cｈī  fàn le ma？

吃饭了吗
Do you understand?
d on g  ma？

懂吗
I don't understand

bù dong


不懂
SHOPPING:

How much does it cost?  duō   shao qián     
多少钱？
Too expensive!

 tài guì   lｅ
太贵了！
A little cheaper please pián  yi dian   ba 
便宜点吧
Please write the price on a piece of paper and show it to me.

请把价钱写在一张纸上给我看。
DIRECTIONS:

Please take me to the:


请送我到：
St. Regis Hotel



国 际 俱 乐 部 饭 店 

Kerry Centre Hotel   


嘉 里 中 心 饭 店 

Jianguo Hotel



建 国 饭 店
China World Hotel (Beijing)

中国大饭店
Jianguomenwai Dajie, 1


建国门外大街1号
American Embassy (Beijing)

美国大使馆
3 Xiu Shui Bei Jie



        建国门外秀水北街3号
Airport (Beijing)



北京机场
AEA Medical Clinic (Beijing)          亚洲国际紧急救援中心
Can you please help me find...?


你能帮我找到...？
Can you please help me get a taxi?

请你帮我叫辆出租车好吗？
I am from the United States.



    我从美国来。
Excuse me, where is   ｑiｎｇ  ｗ èｎ，ｎa lｉ y oｕ
                                                                                                                    请问哪里有
Please help me
ｑinｇ  ｂāｎｇ  ｍ áｎｇ 
请帮忙
Who?

sｈéｉ



谁
What?

sｈéｎ    ｍe


什么
When?

sｈéｎ   ｍ e   sｈí  ｈoｕ
      
什么时候
Where?

n ar



哪儿
Why?

w èｉ sｈéｎ  ｍe

为什么
How?

ｚěｎ  ｍｅ


怎么
CLARK T. RANDT, JR.

Ambassador

Clark T. Randt, Jr., was nominated by President Bush on April 30 as the U.S. Ambassador to China.  Mr. Randt was confirmed by the Senate on July 11 and arrived in Beijing on July 23.

Mr. Randt is a lawyer fluent in Chinese Mandarin, has lived and worked in Asia for more than 20 years and has been traveling to China on business for more than 25 years.  He was resident in Beijing from 1982 through 1984 where he served as First Secretary and Commercial Attaché at the U.S. Embassy and has lived in Hong Kong for more than 15 years, most recently as a partner with the international law firm of Shearman and Sterling where he headed the firm’s substantial China practice. He is a member of the New York and Hong Kong bars and is a recognized expert on Chinese law.

In 1974, Mr. Randt worked as the China representative of the National Council for the United States China Trade and, from 1968 to 1972, he served in the United States Air Force Security Service.

After preparing at the Hotchkiss School, Mr. Randt graduated from Yale University in 1968 and received his Juris Doctor from the University of Michigan in 1975. He also attended the Harvard Law School where he was awarded the East Asia Legal Studies Traveling Fellowship to China.

Mr. Randt is a former Governor and First Vice President of the American Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong and is a member of the American Bar Association, the American Society of International Law, and the Hong Kong Law Society, among others. He is married to the former Sarah A. Talcott and has three children: Clark III, Paull M. and Clare T.

CHINESE OFFICIALS - BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

JIANG ZEMIN

President of the People's Republic of China

Jiang Zemin heads the three major sectors of the Chinese political system: the government, the military and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

Jiang has spent most of his career in China's heavy industry sector. He earned a degree in electrical engineering in 1947 from Shanghai Jiaotong University. Chinese press reports indicate that he held factory posts in China during 1950-1954. In 1955, he began a year of training at the Stalin Automobile Factory in Moscow. Jiang held a series of engineering posts after returning to China. By 1964, he was vice-manager of the Shanghai Electrical Apparatus Company. In the 1970s, Jiang moved to the central government bureaucracy. From 1971 until 1979, he served in the First Ministry of Machine Building, which was responsible for developing heavy industry. During 1980-1982, he was a vice minister of the State Council's Foreign Investment Control and Import-Export Commission.

Jiang joined the Ministry of Electronics Industry as a vice minister in 1982; he became minister a year later. During 1985-1986, he was a deputy head of the Electronics Industry Invigoration Leading Group. A member of the CCP Central  Committee since 1982, he was elected to the Politburo in 1987.

Jiang served in Shanghai as Party Secretary from 1985 until 1989; he was mayor from 1985-1988.

Jiang was born on July 10, 1926. He joined the CCP at the age of twenty. Jiang speaks English and Russian and can read French, Japanese and Romanian. He is fond of literature and of Western classical music. He has visited the United States five times, most recently in November 1997 for a summit meeting with President Clinton. Jiang and his wife Wang Yeping have two sons.

Other positions: General Secretary, Chinese Communist Party (CCP); Member, Standing Committee, Politburo, CCP;

Chairman, Military Affairs Commission (MAC), CCP (since 1989)

ZHU RONGJI

Premier of the People's Republic of China

 (Excerpts from biography provided by Xinhua News Agency):

Zhu Rongji was nominated as Premier of the State Council by President Jiang Zemin and confirmed by the Ninth National People's Congress (NPC) to become the fifth premier of the People's Republic of China. Zhu is well versed in economic management and is widely known for his pragmatic style of work.

Zhu, 73, was born in Changsha, the capital of central China's Hunan Province. He joined the Communist Party of China in 1949. After graduation from Qinghua University where he majored in electrical engineering, he worked for the Northeast China Ministry of Industries as deputy head of its production planning office. During 1952-1958, he worked in the State Planning Commission, as a teacher at a cadre school, and as an engineer. From 1970-1975, he was transferred to work at a "May Seventh Cadre School," a kind of farm for re-education during the Cultural Revolution.

From 1975 to 1979, he served as deputy chief engineer of a company run by the Pipeline Bureau of the Ministry of Petroleum Industry and Director of the Industrial Economics Institute under the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. From 1979 to 1982, Zhu worked for the State Economic Commission as a division chief and bureau deputy director. He was appointed a member of the State Economic Commission in 1982 and Vice-Minister in charge of the Commission in 1983, a post which he held until 1987 before becoming mayor of Shanghai for three years.

In 1991, Zhu became Vice-Premier of the State Council and Director of the State Council Production Office. He has focused his attention on tackling tough economic problems in industry, agriculture and finance.

Soon after coming to Beijing from Shanghai, Zhu launched a drive to disentangle the 'debt chains' of state enterprises. Deng Xiaoping once said that Zhu "has his own voice, dares to make decisions and knows economics."

Between 1993 and 1995, Zhu served as a member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, Vice-Premier of the State Council and concurrently as Governor of the People's Bank of China. In September 1997, Zhu Rongji was re-elected a member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee.

Zhu's wife, Lao An, was once vice-chairman of the board of directors of the China International Engineering and Consulting Corporation. She and Zhu were in the same schools twice, first at Hunan First Provincial Middle School and then at Qinghua University. Zhu and his wife have two daughters.

Zhu has a good command of English.

HU JINTAO

Vice-President of the People’s Republic of China

(Excerpts from biography provided by Xinhua News Agency):

Hu Jintao became the youngest member of the CPC Central Committee in 1982, when he was 39.   In addition his position as Vice-President, Hu is also Vice Chairman of the PRC Central Military Commission and the president of the Central Party School. 

A native of Anhui province, Hu majored in hydraulic engineering at Tsinghua University.   He served at the Provincial Construction Commission of Gansu Province before being appointed secretary of the Gansu Committee of the Chinese Communist Youth League.  Later transferred to Beijing where he became leader of the Secretariat of the Youth League and president of the All China Youth Federation, Hu became secretary of the CPC Guizhou Provincial Committee at 44 and at the end of 1988, was sent to Tibet as the secretary of the Tibet Autonomous Region Party Committee. 

Hu was elected as a member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee in October, 1992 and elected Vice-President of the PRC in March 1998.  

QIAN QICHEN

Vice-Premier, State Council

(Excerpts from biography provided by Xinhua News Agency ):

Qian Qichen was again nominated Vice-Premier of the State Council, China's highest governing body, by Premier Zhu Rongji and  approved by the Ninth National People's Congress  (NPC) at its first session.

A native of Jiading, Shanghai, Qian was born on January 5, 1928. His early career closely parallels that of many senior Chinese leaders. After learning a few words of Japanese during the occupation of Shanghai in 1937 -- when all schools were required to teach Japanese -- Qian joined the anti-Japanese underground movement. He became a Chinese Communist Party member in 1942. He subsequently graduated from 

St. John's University, a U.S. missionary school in Shanghai.

Qian was a reporter for a Chinese newspaper and served in the Communist Youth League until joining the Foreign Ministry in 1953. The following year he was sent to study in the Soviet Union and began building considerable expertise in Soviet affairs. He later served two tours at the Embassy in Moscow. After being recalled to China in 1964, Qian was purged from the CCP two years later, at the onset of the Cultural Revolution, and did not reappear until 1972 when he was reassigned to Moscow as a counselor. He served briefly as Ambassador to Guinea in 1976 before becoming the Director of the Information Department of the Foreign Ministry and government spokesman to the diplomatic community and the foreign press in Beijing. During 1982-1988, he was Vice Minister in charge of Soviet and East European affairs and had the responsibility for the oversight of the Minister's International Organization Department. Qian was elected to the CCP Central Committee in 1987.

Qian speaks fluent English, Russian and French. He has traveled widely throughout Europe, Asia and Africa. During his trips to the Washington, D.C. area, Qian has enjoyed popular music concerts at Wolf Trap and musicals at the Kennedy Center. He is married to Zhou Hanqiong and has two children.

CHINA'S ECONOMY AND TRADE

With 1.3 billion people and an economy that has been growing at almost 10 percent a year over the past 18 years, China is an economy with enormous potential.

According to preliminary Chinese statistics, China's global trade totaled $464 billion in 2000; the trade surplus stood at $34.5 billion. China's primary trading partners include the U.S., Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Hong Kong, and the E.U. in 2000, according to U.S. statistics, China had a trade surplus with the U.S. of $84.0 billion.

To increase exports, China has pursued policies such as fostering the rapid development of foreign-invested factories which assemble imported components into consumer goods for export. In recent years. However, China's export mix has been moving away from the lower value-added processing trade to electronics and machinery sales.

Foreign Investment

Foreign investment stalled in late 1989 in the aftermath of Tiananmen. In response, the government introduced legislation and regulations designed to encourage foreigners to invest in high-priority sectors and regions.

In 1990, the government eliminated time restrictions on the establishment of joint ventures. Provided some assurances against nationalization, and allowed foreign partners to become choirs of joint venture boards. In 1990, China granted more preferential tax treatment for wholly foreign-owned businesses and contractual ventures and for foreign companies which invest in selected economic zones or in projects encouraged by the state, such as energy: communications, and transportation. China also authorized some foreign banks to open branches in Shanghai and allowed foreign investors to purchase special "B" shares of stock in selected companies listed on the Shanghai and Shenzhen Securities Exchanges. These "B" shares are sold to foreigners but carry no ownership rights in a company. China revised significantly its laws on Wholly Foreign-Owned Enterprises and China Foreign Equity Joint Ventures in 2000 and 2001, easing export performance and domestic content requirements. In 2000, China received nearly $41 billion in foreign direct investment.

Opening to the outside remains central to China's development. Foreign-invested enterprises produce about 45% or China's exports, and China continues to attract large investment inflows. For the past eight years, China has been the world's second largest recipient of foreign direct investment after the United States. Foreign exchange reserves totaled about $165 billion in 2000.

U.S.-China Economic Relations

U.S. direct investment in China covers a wide range of manufacturing sectors, several large hotel projects, restaurant chains, and petrochemicals. U.S. companies have entered agreements establishing more than 20,000 equity joint ventures, contractual joint ventures, and wholly foreign-owned enterprises in China. Over 100 U.S.-based multinationals have projects in China, some with multiple investments. The 1999 trade deficit of $68.7 billion with China was the United States' second largest. Some of the factors than influence the U.S. deficit with China include:

· The strength of the U.S. economy.

· A shift of low-end assembly industries to China from the newly industrialized economics (NIEs) in Asia. China has increasingly become the last link in a long chain of value-added production. Because U.S. trade data attributes the full value of a product to final assembler. Chinese value added gets over counted.

· U.S. demand for labor intensive goods exceeds domestic output.

· China's restrictive trade practices, which include a wide array of barriers to foreign goods and services, often aimed at protecting state-owned enterprises. These practices include: high tariffs, lack of transparency, requiring firms to obtain special permission to import goods unevenness of application of laws and regulations, and leveraging technology from foreign firms in return for market access. China's accession to WTO should help address these barriers.

In economics and trade, there are two main elements to the U.S. approach:

· First, the United States seeks to fully integrate China into the global, rules-based economic and trading system. China's participation in the global economy will nurture the process of economic reform and increase China's state in the stability and prosperity of East Asia.

· Second, the United States seeks to expand U.S. exporters and investors' access to the Chinese market. As China grows and develops, its needs for imported goods and services will grew even more rapidly.

The United States and China maintain a very active dialogue on bilateral trade issues. The two countries have implemented or are considering agreements on IPR, textiles, and aviation, among others.

At the September 2001 Joint Economic Committee meeting in Washington, the U.S. continued dialogue with the Chinese on macro-economic and finance issues. The meetings discussed two main themes: global integration and structural reforms in China and the challenge of combating financial crime. The prospect of closer Chinese integration with the world economy will continue to spur state-owned enterprise and banking reform, but may also lead to an increase in illegitimate economic activities.

LEGAL SYSTEM

China does not have an independent judiciary. The Chinese 

Constitution states that the courts shall exercise judicial power independently. However, in practice, the judiciary receives policy guidance from both the Government and the Communist Party. Corruption and conflicts of interest are acknowledged problems. Judges are appointed by the people's congresses at the corresponding level of the judicial structure, which can result in local politicians exerting undue influence over the judges they appoint. 

Police and prosecutors often ignore the due process provisions of the law and of the Constitution. The conviction rate in criminal cases is almost 90 percent, and trials can be little more than sentencing hearings. In most politically sensitive trials, the courts hand down guilty verdicts immediately following proceedings that rarely lasted more than several hours. There is an appeals process, but appeals rarely reverse verdicts. 

While the 1997 Criminal Procedure Law represents an improvement over past practice, implementation of the law remains uneven and far from complete, especially in politically sensitive cases. The new law has insufficient safeguards against use of evidence gathered through illegal means such as torture. The appeals process it provides for fails to provide sufficient avenue for review, and there are inadequate remedies for violations of defendants' rights. Criminal defense lawyers frequently have little access to their clients or to evidence to be used during 

the trial. In "state secrets" cases, the revised Criminal Procedure Law authorizes officials to deny suspects access to a lawyer while their cases are being investigated. The definition of "state secrets" is broad and vague, and subject to independent interpretation by police, prosecutors, and judges. 

New laws do not address the re-education through labor system, which permits authorities to sentence detainees administratively without trial to terms of up to three years. There is no judicial oversight of the re-education through labor system. There were some 230,000 persons in re-education through labor camps in 1997. The UN High Commissioner on Human Rights has made reform of this system a priority. 

Recently, the Government launched a campaign to correct systemic weaknesses in the judicial system and make it more accountable to public scrutiny. The President of the Supreme People's Court has promised to remove incompetent and corrupt judges and to mandate professional training for all judicial officials. Canada, Australia, the EU, the UK, Sweden, Germany and other donors have robust programs to help train Chinese judges. U.S. institutions and law schools, especially the Ford Foundation, are also assisting. 

A growing number of Chinese are using he court system and the new legal remedies available to them to protect their rights and seek redress for a variety of Government abuses. A growing number of criminal convictions or sentences are being overturned upon appeal. Chinese lawyers, law professors and jurists continue to publicly press for legal reform. Major newspapers and legal journals throughout the country have called for the introduction of a British or American system of discovery, the abolition of coerced confessions, a legal presumption of innocence, an independent judiciary, and improved administrative laws. 

RELIGION

The PRC Constitution provides for freedom of religious belief and the freedom not to believe. However, the Government seeks to restrict religious practice to government-sanctioned organizations and registered places of worship and to control the growth and scope of the activity of religious groups. 

There are five officially recognized religions -- Catholicism, Protestantism, Buddhism, Islam, and Taoism. The State Council's Religious Affairs Bureau (RAD) is responsible for monitoring and judging the legitimacy of religious activity. 

The Government officially permits only those Christian churches affiliated with either the Catholic Patriotic Association or the (Protestant) Three-Self Patriotic Movement/Chinese Christian Council to operate legally. Some groups register voluntarily; some register under pressure, while authorities refuse to register others. Unofficial groups claim that authorities often refuse them registration without explanation. Many religious groups have been reluctant to comply with the regulations out of principled opposition to state control of religion or due to fear of adverse consequences if they reveal, as 

required, the names and addresses of church leaders. 

For the most part, authorities allow foreign nationals to preach to foreigners, bring in religious materials for personal use, and preach to Chinese citizens at churches, mosques, and temples at the invitation of registered religious organizations. Foreigners are legally barred from conducting missionary activities, but foreign Christians currently teaching English and other languages on college campuses openly profess their faith with minimum interference from authorities as long as their proselytizing is low key. Many Christian groups throughout the country have developed close ties with local officials, in some cases running schools to help educate children who otherwise would receive a sub-standard education and homes for the care of the aged. Likewise, Buddhist-run private schools and orphanages in central China are not only training children, but offer professional training courses to teenagers and young adults. 

According to an official government white paper, there are over 200 million religious adherents, representing a great variety of beliefs and practices. Official figures from late 1997 indicate that there are at least 3,000 religious organizations, 300,000 clergy, and 74 training centers for clergy. There are also more than 85,000 approved venues for religious activities. Most religious adherents profess Eastern faiths, but tens of millions adhere to Christianity. 

 MEDIA IN CHINA

Radio and Television

China currently has approximately 900 registered TV stations which offer some 2,700 channels.  As for the audience, a 1997 consumer poll indicated that 96% of Chinese are regular television viewers.  China Central Television (CCTV) is the most popular network with eleven channels.  China National Radio (CNR) is the most popular radio network.  The news broadcasts of CCTV and CNR are relayed from the capital, Beijing,  to affiliate stations throughout the country.

Broadcast media in China are overseen by the State Administration of Radio, Film and Television, which is under the direction of the State Council.  The administration also supervises the Chinese film production and distribution system.

The Internet

In the past five years, the Internet has become extremely popular in China, even though the Government blocks certain (foreign) websites and exercises oversight of the contents of local ones.  The current estimate for total web users in China is 26 million.  Although the proportion of Chinese who own a personal computer is still fairly small, many people access the “Net” through “Internet cafes” which provide PC terminals as well as snacks and beverages.  These are found in all of the major cities and towns of China and are especially popular with young people.  Not only do they sometimes provide pathways around Government-installed “firewalls”, but they also offer personal e-mail services.  There are also many local Internet news webpages which provide alternative information to that found in the mainstream, official press.

The Chinese Print Media

Aside from the Internet, Chinese newspapers and magazines are the most rapidly changing of the local media.  In the past five years there has been an enormous growth in the number of privately-supported magazines, and semi-independent newspapers.  Within the last two years, the Government has made it clear that almost all newspapers, including some official government ones, will have to become self-supporting (through advertising and sales), and that smaller-circulation, financially unviable papers will have to fold themselves into larger ones.  In the desire for greater circulation figures to attract advertising revenue, many papers have introduced features common in American newspapers such as color photographs and special sections targeted at young people, students, hobbyists, etc.  Newspapers in their quest to distinguish themselves from their competitors, are also looking farther afield than the official Xinhua (New China) News Agency for material.  Although censorship is still exercised over all publications in China, restrictions are usually imposed only on the subjects which the Government feels are particularly sensitive, and some latitude is given to editors to decide what to publish in other areas. 

U.S. Media in China

About 50 American news organizations have bureaus in China.  Almost all are located in Beijing, with a few having second offices in Shanghai.  All major U.S. television networks are represented, as well as most major U.S. newspapers.  

TOURIST INFORMATION

Estimated driving times to different locations follow. (Driving times can vary, generally taking a bit more during rush hours.) 

From the Kerry Center Hotel to:

Airport 



- 45 minutes

Forbidden City /Great Hall of the People/

Tiananmen 


– 25 minutes 

Summer Palace


– 1 hour

Beijing Zoo 


– 1 hour

Silk Alley 


– 10 minutes 

Liulichang Cultural Street  
– 35 minutes

Hong Qiao (Pearl)  Market

-  35 minutes

SITES IN BEIJING

TIANANMEN SQUARE

Tiananmen Square is the physical center of Beijing as well as the symbolic center for all of China.  The square was built in 1958 and is one of the largest public plazas in the world. It measures 500 meters from east to west and 880 meters from north to south; the total area is approximately 50 hectares. During the Qing dynasty (1644-1911), the space occupied by today’s square was a warren of offices of different government ministries, divided in the middle by a wide road running south from the Tiananmen (The “Gate of Heavenly Peace,” the front gate of the Forbidden City) to the Qianmen (“Front Gate”) of the old city wall (now destroyed) surrounding the Qing dynasty government district.

Around Tiananmen Square stand the Great Hall of the People (to the west), the museums of Chinese History and the Chinese Revolution (to the east), and Chairman Mao’s Mausoleum and the Qianmen (“Front Gate”) to the south. Standing in the center of the square is a monument honoring the “people’s heroes,” those who sacrificed their lives for “national independence and in wars against foreign aggression.”

THE GREAT HALL OF THE PEOPLE

The Great Hall of the People serves as the seat for China’s parliament, the National People’s Congress, and is the center for many political activities. The assembly hall inside the building is probably the largest meeting hall in China with 10,000 seats. Grand banquets for heads of state are held in its banqueting hall. Separate reception halls built in each local styles represent each of China’s provinces, as well as Hong Kong and Macao. The entire hall was built in 1959, in only ten months, for the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China.

THE FORBIDDEN CITY

Also known as the Imperial Palace and the Palace Museum, the Forbidden City was the place where the emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties lived and ruled.

Located in the center of Beijing, the Forbidden City is the largest and best-preserved mass group of palaces in China. The palaces are fully walled on four sides by 10-meter high walls which extend 760 meters from east to west and 960 meters from north to south. At each comer of the walls, there is a three-story watch tower. Outside the walls a 52-meter wide moat surrounds the "city." Occupying an area of 72 hectares, the Forbidden City altogether has 9,999 buildings. This number was purposely just one less than ten thousand, the figure that was exclusively used to wish the emperor longevity. Almost all the buildings are symmetrically arranged, with the main halls on the meridian line and the less important halls and houses on the east and west sides.

Construction of the Forbidden City started in 1406,the fourth year of the reign of Emperor Yongle of the Ming  dynasty, and was completed 14years later. Altogether 24 emperors lived there over a span of 491 years in two dynasties, ending with the last emperor in 1925. In general, the Forbidden City is divided into three parts: the outer court where the emperor received high officials and conducted the administration of the empire, the inner court where the emperor lived with his empresses and concubines, and the Imperial Garden where the imperial family spent their leisure time.

After you purchase the entrance ticket, you will proceed through a souvenir shop where you can rent a recorded tour narrated by Roger Moore.  You will have to leave some kind of picture identification which will be returned to you when you return the headphone set at the exit of the Forbidden City.  Allow at least two hours for the tour and more if you want to explore the side buildings, museums and courtyards.  

GREAT WALL 

The Great Wall was begun in 221BC when the ruler of Qin state, one of several warring states at that time, completed his conquest of the other states and created the first Chinese empire. The ruler, known as Qin Shi Huangdi  (“the founding emperor of the Qin state”) made his capital in the Wei River valley of modern Shaanxi Province, near the present city of Xian.  His tomb is the famous terracotta warriors.  The early wall was a rammed earth structure of which little still stands.  

Most of heavy masonry and modern parapets of the wall well known to tourists were built during the Ming Dynasty (1369-1644.).   The wall is 25 feet high, 19 feet wide and includes 25,000 watchtowers.   Legend has it that several horsemen could ride abreast on the wall and that the watchtowers were two arrow lengths apart so that it’s entire length could be defended.  The wall extends some 50,000 kilometers, though not continuously, from the Yellow Sea to the Gobi Dessert.

ENTERTAINMENT

Acrobatics


Chaoyang Theater


36 Dongsanhuan Beilu (Across the street from the American Center)


Chaoyang District


Hours:  7:15 PM – 8:30 PM DAILY


Tickets:  RMB 100 Row 9+, RMB 120 Rows 1 & 2, 

RMB 150 Rows 3-8.  


Daily performances by Beijing Acrobatic Troupe. 

Peking  Opera


Zhengyici Theater


220 Xiheyan Dajie


Xuanwu District


TEL: 8315-3150, 8315-4049


Performance: 7:30 - 8:30 pm


Admission: Foreigner RMB 150
Recently refurbished, this is the only Peking Opera theater constructed entirely of wood.  Originally built in the 18th century, the theater was restored and reopened in 1995.  You sit on stools at small tables for four.  Tea and snacks are served.  There are several gift stalls on the premises. 

Chinese Tea Houses


Like pubs in Britain and cafés in France, Chinese teahouses have traditionally been meeting places for local residents, artists and philosophers.  Today an evening spent at a teahouse theater will include food, drink and a sampling from the Chinese stage – often Peking opera, acrobatics, crosstalk, animal imitations, and magic tricks. 


Lao She Teahouse

              3 Qianmenxi Dajie, 3rd Fl., Chongwen District 

(south of Tiananmen Square)  


TEL: 6303-6830


Admission: RMB 40 – 130 depending on seats, snacks


Performance: 7:50 – 9:20 pm

RESTAURANTS

Ask the hotel concierge to give you directions (or the name of the restaurant written in Chinese for the taxi driver) it you want to visit any of these restaurants:

Chinese Food

Golden Cat Dumpling City

24-hour jiaozi restaurant.  Close to east gate of Tuanjiehu Park, Chaoyang District.  TEL: 8598-5011

Beijing Roast Duck:

Tuanjiehu Beikou, Bldg. #3

Across the East Third Ring road from Zhaolong Hotel

Chaoyang District.  TEL: 6582-4003

5:00 – 9:30 pm

Quanjude Roast Duck (has several locations)

9 Shuaifuhuan Lu, Wanfujing, Dongcheng District

TEL: 6525-3310

4:30 – 9 pm

32 Qianmen Dajie, Xicheng District

(south of Tiananmen)

TEL: 6511-2418

4:30 – 8 pm

Xiao Wang’s Home Restaurant 

Address: Jianguomenwai Da Jie  Tel: 6567 7890 

Xiao Wang’s Home Restaurant is a white building behind a white picket fence.   Their sizzling plate is very good, as is their Beijing Duck.   Reasonable prices.

Yu Xin Jiu Lou 

Address: Jingtai Tower, to the west of Sci-Tech Plaza

Walk towards the Sci-tech Hotel.  When you get to a small side street, turn right.  The Jingtai Tower is at the end.  

The Yu Xin restaurant serves very good Sichuan food (read very hot and spicy).  It has recently become very popular, so there is often a wait to be seated and staff is not patient.  

Top of the World 

Top floor of CITIC building (the one across the street (East Side) of St Regis). Cantonese food, expensive.

Gourmet Garden south side of Jianguomenwai Da Jie.

Directions:  Cross under Jianguomenwai Da Jie.  Turn East.  This restaurant is directly across the street from Dong Da Qiao Lu.  It is the one lit up with strings of lights year round.  

Good Sichuan food and Hot Pot. Hot Pot is mostly downstairs.  You can have hot “laat” or mild “bu laat” or half-and-half.  (A split pot).   Reasonable prices.

Asian Fusion cuisine 

The Courtyard

95 Donghuamen Dajie

Dongcheng District  (East side of Forbidden City)

TEL:  6526-8883

Probably the most exclusive and refined restaurant in Beijing.

Go early and watch sunset from Cigar Bar upstairs with its view of moat around Forbidden City.  Modern Chinese art gallery downstairs. Expensive.  Reservations recommended.

Indian Food 

Omar Kayyam  

Address: Asia-Pacific Building, 8 Yabao Lu  Tel: 6513-9988

Restaurant is on second floor.  

6:00 – 10:30 pm

Taj Pavilion

China World Trade Center (10 minute walk from hotel)

West Wing Office, Level 1

6:00 – 10:30 pm

Italian Food 

Ristorante Pizzeria Adria  (10-15 minute walk from hotel)

Address: No. 14 Dongdaqiao. Tel. 6500-6186. Has a variety of tasty Italian dishes and pizza. Close to the Embassy.  

5:00 – 11:00 pm 

Japanese Food

Matsuko

East Third Ring Road, across from TGIFriday’s

TEL: 6582-5208

5:00 – 11:00 pm 

Nihonbashi

28 Guanghuadongli, Between Kerry Center and China World

TEL: 6501-6669/6508-4508

11 am – midnight

San Si Lang

50 meters north of the west gate of Tuanjiehu park

East Third Ring Road, Chaoyang District

TEL: 6506-9625

5:30 – 11:00 pm

Thai Food
Golden Siam

Basement of China World Trade Center ( 10 minute walk from hotel)  TEL: 6505-5386

Until 10 PM

Orchid Thai    

Address:  Dong Da Qiao Lu

Next to Mexican Wave Restaurant.  Reasonable Thai food at reasonable prices. 

Red Basil

Sanyuan Dongqiao, Beisanhuan Lu

Roughly across the 3rd Ring Road from the Hilton Hotel

TEL: 6460-2339x44

5:30-10 pm

Fast Food Near Hotel 

There’s a Starbucks in the Kerry Centre.  At China World there’s a Schlotsky’s Deli, and Subway Sandwiches. 

SHOPPING

Beijing’s famous “Dirt Market” (Panjiayuan) is an experience not to be missed. Ceramics, reproductions of antique Chinese porcelain (occasionally authentic pieces), furniture and other curios abound. The market is actually open both Saturday and Sunday mornings and it’s best to get there early, before the crowds get too dense. Be prepared to bargain. Located on Huaweiqiaoxi just west of Dongsanhuan Lu. Ask the Concierge at your hotel to write “Panjiayuan” on a slip of paper, and give it to your taxi driver.  Cash only and beware of pickpockets.

Silk Alley Clothes Market is on Xiu Shui Bei Jie. You must enter from the Jianguomen Wai side.  Make sure to bargain, starting at about one-half the initial asking price. Closes at dusk. Open 7 days a week.  Cash only.

Beijing Curio City is located off the Third Ring Road about a 10-minute ride from the U.S. Embassy. Closes at 6:00pm. Open 7 days a week.  Some vendors accept credit cards.

Liulichang Cultural Street dates from the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) and is one of Beijing’s most famous tourist attractions. True high-quality antiques can be bought here. Located about 10 minutes south of the Forbidden City, in the area known as ‘Qianmen.’

Hongqiao Market, also known as the “Pearl Market”, has one of the largest and best selections of inexpensive fresh-water pearls in Beijing, as well as antiques and reproductions. Across from the Temple of Heaven. Closes on time every day at 7:00pm. Open 7 days a week.  Most pearl vendors accept credit cards.

Note:  Beijing Curio City, Liulichang Cultural Street, and Hongqiao Market have many of the same dealers. Make sure to bargain. 

Sanlitun is an area which includes diplomatic housing, a vegetable market, a clothes market, and numerous cafes, restaurants and bars which have recently sprung up. Most restaurants are located on “Jiuba (Bar) street,” one side of which during the daytime is lined with clothes stalls and a wicker furniture market.
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